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Mr. Roger Patterson

-Regional Director

U.S. Bureau of Reclamation
2800 Cottage Way

Sacramento, CA 95825

Mr. David Kennedy, Director -
Department of Hater Resources
1416 Ninth Street

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Messrs. Patterson and Kennedy:
1991 WATER RIGHT DECISION 1485 VIOQLATIONS

- Thank you for your December 12,-1991, memo formally notifying the State Water
Resources Control Board (State Water Board) that Water Right Decision 1485
(Decision 1485) Suisun Marsh standards were exceeded during the period
January 1 thnough March 8, 1991, We are also.aware, as confirmed in your
letter of June 17, that the Emmaton standard has been exceeded in recent weeks
and that you anticipate further compliance problems this year. Water year

1991 Decision 1485 violations, including those mentioned above, are shown in
Enclosure A, T N

We appreciate the complexities that you encountered when attempting to
petition the State Water Board to temporarily suspend the Suisun Marsh
standards. The petition was developed so that the effectiveness and
operational capability of the Suisun Marsh Salinity Control Gates could be
tested. During this proposed test, the Suisun Marsh would have been operated
to the criteria specified in the Suisun Marsh Preservation Agreement (SMPA)
instead of Decision 1485. Our understanding 1s that you operated the Projects
to the SMPA criteria instead of the Decisfon 1485 standards on the assumption
that approval of the petition was imminent, However, unlike previous years,
the California Department of Fish and Game 'did not sign the petition prior to

your decision not to petition because of concerns about the impacts to
winter-run salmon. . '
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Mr. Roger Patterson ' SUNT 1973082
Mr. David Kennedy, Director “2w ! .

You estimated that agproximately 175 thousand acre-feet (TAF) of water would
have been needed to i
compliance with the Suisun Marsh standards if dry conditions prevaijed for the

remainder of 1991, However, because of ¢ @ unexpected March storms, 40 TAF

was actually saved~_ :

Your memo also fndicates that Project staff maintained {informa) contact with
State Water Board staff to keep them apprised of the petition's status, -
current project operations, and Delta water quality conditions. Hhile our

staff did discuss these items in general, it was.unclear that the Projects

weret?perating to the less restrictive SMPA standards throughout the perdiod in
question.

The State Water Board appreciates your efforts to conserve water during this
drought, However, absent an approval from the State Water Board to re?ax the
Decision 1485 standards, compliance with those standards ig mandatory. In the
future, the State Hater Board {s requesting that the Projects notify the State

Water Board immediately of Potential, imminent and current Decis{on 1485
viontions. . )

With respect to operations this year, ye recognize the ramifications of
attempting to balance the watep suppiy needs and protection for the winter-run
i n ongoing drought situation. He are not

ax the standards or to
comnit to any particular course of enforcement action, He will monitor the
. current situation closely to determine what action may be necessary this year,

The Board reserves the'ri?ht to require apﬁropriate mitigation measures with
@ current violations.

If your staff have any 9uestions. Please contact me at (916) 657;1627 or
Walt Pettit at (916) 657-0041 . - A

Sincerely,

/z/u?‘/é'%'/"

2 H. Don Maughan

Chairman

Enclosure
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Mr. David Kennedy, Director -3~ Lo JuNT 191992

cc: Mr. James M. Strock .
Secretary for Environmental Protection
Cal/EPA y
I 555 Capito) Mall, Suite 235
Sacramento, CA 95814

Hr.. John Krautkramer ]
Environmental Defense Fund

5655 College Avenue, Suite 304
Oakland, CA 94618

Mr. George R. Baumli
General Manager

State Water Contractors

555 Capitol Mall, Sufte 735
Sacramento, -CA 95814-4502

Mr. Jason Peltier
Central Valley Project
Hater Association
1715 Capitol Avenue '
Sacramento, CA 95814 )
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ATTACHMENT A

Jun

29,92

" SUMMARY OF RECENT DECISION 1485 VIOLATIONS

. WATER YEAR 1991 . .
OLATION [ XBENEEICIALZ JDECISIONA485 IOLATION = I NO-OF L2 HEASONI(S).CU ED foattin
gﬁma'!éﬁﬁl%s'emﬁs e DE'&%%'K’E&% %ﬁ?ﬁég% kok%ﬂlrﬁ%ivfﬁé“jem
1 wildlife { Beldens Landing | Nov 1-Nav 30 30 { Marsh gata and loves fallures
2 Munlclpal Rock Slough Dec 13-Doc 29 11 Rising Udaes, drought
3 Wildlife Chipps Istand Jan t-Mara s0 Drought, walar consetvalion
4 wildlife Beldons Landing | Jan 1-Fob 28 59 Drought, water consorvation
5 Wildlife Collinsville Feb 1.Feb 28 28 Drought, water consomvetion
6 Wiidlifo Natlenal Steal fob 1-Fab 28 28 Drought, water consarvation
7 Municipat Rock Slough fab 20-Mar 12 12 Rising udas, high Della .
consumptive yse, drought
Number of sile-violations: 218
Number of days with ono or more violations: 111
" WATER YEAR 1990 -
N iBENECICIALAL, GeVIOLATION 1| NOZOF- {400t NIS)CITED, ozse-|
N LT A A et e

Emmaton '

. 1 ‘| Agdlculture May 14-May 20 7 Rising tides, strong winds
Numbor of sita-violatlona: 7
Numbor of days with one-or more violations: 7

*3] SDECISION 445535
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WATER YEAR 1989

NOZOF ) ST AEASONGI:CIE0 2 |
oA s"é’%‘gﬁ&’%mﬁe&c& =5l

Feb g-Fob 13

1 Munlelpal Rock Slough & Alsing tides, strong winds
2 Agrlculture Emmaton Jun 7-dun 9 '3 Rising tides )
-3 Agriculture Jorsoy Polnt Jul 17.Jul 29 13 Rising tidos, strong winds,
. high Delte consumptive usa
* Numbor of site-violations: -21 L
Numbaer of days with ono or more violstions: 21 -

-3
Note: No violations occurrad In water year 1988; ona Vlolaion (Rock,Slaugh) occurred In water year 1887,
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